"io8                      Law, Its Origin

I have already considered, special and particular,
the object being sometimes to correct an abuse,
sometimes to institute a reform, sometimes to carry
a point for or against the King, the barons, the
Church, or the people.

Still less have I room to trace for the same period
the course of legislation on the continent subsequent
to the promulgation of the Barbarian Codes. I must,
nevertheless, briefly indicate the general character of
the legal systems which grew up subsequently to those
Codes and the extent to which they were influenced
by legislation, confining my attention, however,
mainly to France and Germany. As we have al-
ready seen, the provinces of the Roman Empire of
which the Barbarians became masters, were civil-
ised States in which conduct was regulated by a
law customary, but substantially Roman. The
Barbarian Codes did not entirely, or in the main,
replace this law, but superinduced upon it the
customs of the Barbarians, as a personal law, binding
in favour of the Barbarians and as between them-
selves, but leaving the vanquished nations otherwise
to enjoy their own customs. The shifting of the
Barbarians from place to place, and the mingling of
them together, aggravated the confusion caused by
the simultaneous existence of personal and terri-
torial law, and made it intolerable. Besides this,
the unsettled condition of the whole territory, the
incessant wars for the extension of empire or the
aggrandisement of dynasties, the rapid changes in
the boundaries of States and provinces, would have
made orderly legislation impossible, had there been